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Synopsis
Ben Franklin was the scientist who, with the help of a kite, discovered that lightning is electricity. He
was also a statesman, an inventor, a printer, and an author-a man of such amazingly varied talents

that some people claimed he had magical powers! Full of all the details kids will want to know, the

true story of Benjamin Franklin is by turns sad and funny, but always honest and awe-inspiring.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 3-5-This is an often funny, always engaging introduction to one of America’s most fascinating
founding fathers. Franklin is affectionately and respectfully depicted as a man of insatiable
intellectual curiosity with a tireless creative and inventive mind who played indispensable roles in the
War for Independence and the establishment of the U.S. government. Fradin’s anecdotal
presentation describes all of the important contributions and inventions the man gave to the world: a
national postal system, the first public library, the first volunteer fire department, bifocals, the
Franklin stove, the lightning rod, and his revolutionary experiments with electricity. His public service
on behalf of the Continental Congress as a diplomat and representative, and his contributions to the

Articles of Confederation and the Constitution also receive significant attention. The discussions of



Franklin’s childhood growing up as one of 17 children and his relationship with his son William who
stayed loyal to England during the War for Independence add an interesting personal dimension.
Readers are left with an impression of a man of almost unfathomable genius whose many
astonishing contributions to American culture, politics, society, and science still profoundly affect us.
O’Brien’s black-and-white amusing cartoon illustrations are an effective complement to the
lighthearted text. A fun, informative introductory biography that will inspire many readers to learn
more about this fascinating man.Edward Sullivan, White Pine School, TN Copyright 2002 Reed

Business Information, Inc.

Gr. 3-5. Few historic figures have led a life as varied and interesting as Benjamin Franklin’s. From
chasing a twister to helping write the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, Franklin’s
career was anything but dry and dusty. But in an attempt to make the fascinating material readable
for third-graders, Fradin has sacrificed his usual smooth writing style. Here, the sentences are
choppy, abrupt, and frequently interrupted by drawings. The sequence of events wanders
considerably, as well, which will make it difficult for younger students to follow along. The cover is
comically enticing, and there are plenty of small, lively, black-and-white sketches, including scenes
from the text and labeled diagrams of typesetting. A time line is appended, but there are no notes,
bibliography, or index. This is only for libraries needing additional material. Susan Dove

LempkeCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

Daughter loves the book, nice addition to the "Who Was" series

| am happy with my purchase

| bought this for my 7 year-old daughter prior to a trip to Washington D.C. The books are for a more
advanced reader then a 1st grader, but contains engaging stories, historical facts and drawings. My
daughter enjoys having these books read to her! It's a win-win situation having her learn about the

history of the U.S. and having fun at the same time.

| love this series and buy them all. | always learn something, and it's great for kids. | have them read
the relevant books before any trips we take (we went to Boston, so we read all of the books in this

series on the Founding Fathers and Revolutionary War before we went and did the Freedom Trail).



Not a historical masterpiece, but the joyful and youthful introduction to young readers of this
extraordinary American icon.Fun tidbits to share in a beginning reader format. Just like the huge
head and diminished belly, not a "World Book" reference. This is not a resource for high school or
college term papers, but a joyful storytelling to get young readers interested in the Kite guy. Will use
to supplement material for elementary school storytelling and presentations, along with several

other elementary biographies.

My 8 yr old Son had to read this for his summer project.He enjoyed it and connected with history.

| bought these for my third grade classroom. They are great for the biography genre and then to use
for report writing. The three years I've used them so far the kids LOVED them. Easy for their reading
levels, informative, and people they have heard of in their lives. They would read their own and then
read other that they had heard of. Could have left these books out 1/2 year and they would have still

been reading them.

The lacked detail about Benjamin Franklinl would recommend this for a younger person!l like to
read about people who are iinnovators
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